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tract of country he had seized upon in consequence & which
brought him into the very heart of that occupied by our
friendly Indians, There was no alternative it must either be
done or there was an end to our connextion with the In-
dians for if allowed to settle themselves by dint of threats,
bribes, & sowing divisions among them, tribe affer tribe
would be gained over or subdued, & thus would be destroyed
the only barrier which protects the great trading establish-
ments of the North West and the Hudson’s Bay Companys.
Nothing could then prevent the enemy from gaining the
source of the Mississippi, gradually extending themseclves
by the Red River to Lake Winnipic, from whence the de-
scent of Nelsons River to York Fort would in time be easy.
The total subjugation of the Indians on the Missisippi
would either lead to their extermination by the enemy or
they would be spared on the express condition of assisting
them to expel us from Upper Canada. Viewing the
subject in this light I determined to part with the Sioux
and Winebago Indians to give them every encourage-
ment and assistance, & even to weaken ourselves here,
rather than the enterprise should not succeed. I appointed
Mr. Rolette and Mr. Anderson, & Mr. Grignion of Green
Bay to be captains of volunteers, the two former raised 63
men in two days, whom I completed, armed and cloathed,
the latter takes with him all the settlers of Green Bay. I
held several councils with the Indians on this important
business. The solemn & impressive eloquence of the téte de
Chien, excited a general enthusiasm, & never was more
zeal or unanimity shown amongst them, this chief is scarcely
inferior to Tecumseth, & I doubt not will act a distinguished
part in the campaign; he was particularly urgent with me
for two favours— the first— one of their Fathers officers to
command the expedition,— the second — one of their Fath-
er’s big guns to strike terror into their enemys—the latter
request had been repeatedly made by most of the Indian
chiefs, & I agreed to let them have the three pounder I
brought from York, chiefly from the novelty of the thing
among the Indians, & the effect it will have in aug-
menting their numbers, I attached to it a Bombadier of the



